Grammar and exercises

Chapter 8

Imperatives

Imperatives are the forms of the verb used in giving-orders, e.g.
ad agrum festina hurry to the field!
in casa mané stay in the house!
magistrum audi listen to the master!

Orders may be given to one or more persons and so Latin (unlike English) has both a singular and a
plural form: :

infinitive 1 parare 2 monére 3 regere 3 -io capere 4 audire
imperative sing.  para prepare! moné warn! rege rule! cape take!  audi hear!
imperative pl. parate monéte regite capite audite

Prohibitions, i.e. negative commands (don’t), are expressed by ndli (singular), nolite (plural)
+ infinitive, e.g. '

noli manére, Horatia Don't stay, Horatia.

nolite clamare, pueri Don’t shout, boys.

Exercise 8.1

Translate

o

venite ad agrum, puerd; nolite in casd manére.

domum redi, Horatia, et Scintillam iuva.

ad lidum festing, Quinte; ndli in via ludere.
magistrum audite, puerd; nolite clamare.

in casa sedé, Hordtia, et fabulam audi.

festina, Horatia; ad fontem s€rd procgédimus.

venite hiic, puellae, et aquam dicite.

naves parate, principés, et navigate ad urbem Troiam.
urbem fortiter oppugnate et Troiands vincite.

noli prope naves sedére, Achillés, sed comités defende.
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Exercise 8.2
Translate into Latin

1 Come in quickly, children, and sit down.

Come here, Decimus; I want to see your tablet.

Work hard, Julia; don’t play.

We are working hard, master; and so tell us (ndbis) a story.
Listen to the story, children, and don’t shout.
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